
 EASTTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 2, 2016 

 

 

The May 2, 2016 Business Meeting took place in the Township meeting room at 566 Beaumont Road, 

Devon and was called to order at 7:00 pm.  Supervisors present included: Christopher D. Polites, Chairman; 

James W. Oram, Jr., Vice Chairman; Marc J. Heppe, Betsy Fadem, and Fred Pioggia. Also attending were 

Eugene C. Briggs, Jr., AICP, Assistant Township Manager; Dave Obzud, Police Chief; Gary Bernhard, Public 

Works Director; Kate Jones, Administrative Coordinator; Kevin McAghon, Township Engineer; and Andrew 

D. H. Rau, Esquire, Township Solicitor. 

 

SWEARING IN OF NEW POLICE OFFICER 

 

Chairman Polites and Mr. Oram, Police Department Supervisor Liaison, swore in new fulltime Police Officer, 

Brian Boyd. 

 

MINUTES 

 

On motion by Mr. Heppe, and seconded by Mr. Oram, the minutes of the regular business meeting of April 

18, 2016 were unanimously approved. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The following public meetings will take place at the Township Building unless otherwise stated: 

 

 Planning Commission on Tuesday, May 3, 7 pm at Hilltop House (570 Beaumont Rd, Devon) 

 Zoning Hearing Board on Wednesday, May 4, 7 pm 

 Board of Supervisors Public Hearing – Devon Center Overlay Ordinance on Thursday, May 5, 7pm 

at Beaumont Elementary School (575 Beaumont Rd, Devon) 

 Citizens Advisory Committee on Monday, May 9, 6:15 pm 

 Municipal Authority on Tuesday, May 10, 7 pm 

 Historical Commission on Wednesday, May 11, 7 pm at the Easttown Library (720 First Ave, 

Berwyn) 

 Board of Supervisors meeting on Monday, May 16, 7 pm  

 

The Berwyn Veterans Memorial’s Berwyn Victory is on Saturday, May 21. 

 



The Berwyn-Devon Professional Association’s Mayfest (formally the Wellness Festival) is on Sunday, May 

22. 

 

For more information about any of these announcements, please visit www.easttown.org. 

 

Mrs. Fadem added that the Comprehensive Plan Task Force will meet for its regular meeting on May 12 at 

6:30 pm at that the Township Building.  

 

LIST OF BILLS 

 

On motion by Mr. Heppe, seconded by Mr. Oram, the Board unanimously approved payment of 

$288,035.92, a total of Warrants ($172,269.36) and Payroll ($115,766.56), date ending April 28, 2016. 

 

Mrs. Fadem requested from Mr. Fox a list of all items charged to the debit cards used by staff for this 

current year. 

 

SUPERVISOR LIAISON REPORTS 

 

Mr. Heppe told the Board that he is working with PA State Representative Milne on a Proclamation for the 

Fritz Lumber family.  

 

Mr. Oram stated the Historical Commission has also begun the process of applying for a historical property 

marker for the Fritz Lumber property. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS  

 

Mr. Fox updated the Board on administrative matters, including asking the Board’s permission to allow 

staff to receive quotes from Book Minders accounting services.  The Board granted permission. Chief 

Obzud updated the Board on police related matters. Mr. Bernhard updated the Board on public works 

related matters. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
SD 508; 72 Main Avenue – Minor Preliminary/Final Subdivision Plan  
 

Mr. Briggs introduced the Board to this application. The Applicant, Stacy Ballard, was also in attendance.  The 

Subdivision Application proposes a lot line change by 601 First Avenue conveying 533 square feet of its 

rear yard to 72 Main Avenue’s side yard.  The Planning Commission first reviewed the proposal on April 5, 

2016 and recommended that the Board considers approving the plan subject to the conditions listed in its 

http://www.easttown.org/


April 13, 2016 letter prepared by Buckley Brion McGuire & Morris LLP.  The recommended conditions of 

approval are for the Applicant to comply with the outstanding comments in the following Township 

Consultant review letters. 

 

 

On a motion made by Mr. Heppe, and seconded by Mr. Oram, Subdivision Application 508 was 

unanimously approved, subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. That the Applicant complies with the outstanding comments in the following Township 

Consultant review letters referenced in the Township Planning Commission’s April 13, 2016 

recommendation letter: 

 

 Township Transportation Engineer Review Letter dated March 23, 2016. 

 

 Township Engineer Review Letter dated March 25, 2016. 

 

 Township Landscape Architect Review Letter dated March 25, 2016. 

 

 Township Zoning Officer Review Memorandum dated March 30, 2016. 

 

2. The Plan be revised to use darker print to more clearly depict the existing improvements on the 

lot. 

 

3. A note be added to the Plan and a restriction included in the deed for the property that prohibits 

the installation of any impervious surfaces in the proposed easement area of 533 square feet. 

 

4. The Applicant shall comply with Township permitting and development requirements, including 

but not limited to, execution of final subdivision and land development agreement and financial 

security agreement, and permit applications. 

 

5. The Applicant shall reimburse the Township for all outstanding fees and charges incurred by the 

Township in processing and considering the Subdivision and Land Development Application, 

including but not limited to legal, engineering, and consulting review fees. 

 

6. The proposed use and development, and intensity thereof, shall be consistent with the 

information and materials presented at tonight’s public meeting. 

 
 
 
 



 
SD 509; Dorset Green - Minor Preliminary/Final Subdivision Plan 
 
Mr. Briggs introduced the Board to this application. The Subdivision Application proposes to amend the 

original Subdivision plan approved by the Board on August 18, 2008 by removing the proposed sidewalk 

along Dorset Road from the Plan and offering a fee-in-lieu of contribution. The Planning Commission first 

reviewed this plan on April 5, 2016 and recommended that the Board considers approving the plan 

subject to the conditions listed in its April 13, 2016 letter prepared by Buckley Brion McGuire & Morris 

LLP.  

 

Mr. Heppe stated that he believed the sidewalks should remain as they are in the approved plan, given 

Easttown Township’s goal of creating more walkable areas in certain parts of the Township. 

 

On a motion made by Mr. Pioggia, and seconded by Mr. Oram, Subdivision Application 508 was 

approved 4 – 1, with Mr. Heppe voting against approval, subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. That the Applicant pays a fee-in-lieu of a sidewalk in an amount to be recommended by the 

Township Engineer.  



 

 

2. That the Applicant removes the crushed stone areas adjacent to Dorsett Road and plant grass in its 

place.  

3. The sidewalk waiver from Section 400-41 referenced in the Township Planning Commission's April 13, 

2016 recommendation letter is granted,  

4. The Applicant shall comply with Township permitting and development requirements, including but 

not limited to, execution of final subdivision and land development agreement and financial security 

agreement, and permit applications.  

 

5. The Applicant shall reimburse the Township for all outstanding fees and charges incurred by the Township 

in processing and considering the Subdivision and Land Development Application, including but not 

limited to legal, engineering, and consulting review fees.  

 

6. The proposed use and development, and intensity thereof, shall be consistent with the information 

and materials presented at tonight's public meeting,  

 

Equipment Rental/Operator and Labor Services: Prevailing Wage Rate 

 

Mr. Bernhard updated the Board on this item. The Township received two proposals at its bid opening on 

Monday, April 25, 2016 for Equipment Rental/Operator and Labor Services at a Prevailing Wage Rate for 

the period of May 15, 2016 to May 14, 2017 (12 month base term).  

 

The lowest bid proposal is from Innovative Construction Services, Inc. and all the documentation to be 

satisfactory. 

 

Innovative Construction Services performed our Road Paving Program in 2014-2015.  They were very 

professional, constructing and paving with quality and high standards.  I recommend we accept their bid 

for Equipment Rental/Operator Services.  

 

On a motion made my Mr. Pioggia, and seconded by Mrs. Fadem, the board unanimously awarded the 

bid Equipment Rental/Operator and Labor Services at a Prevailing Wage Rate for the Township, in 

accordance with bid responses, $288,700 as lowest responsive and responsible bidder.   

 

2016-11; FEMA Designation of Agent 
 
On motion by Mr. Heppe, and seconded by Mr. Oram, the Board unanimously designated Dan Fox as the 

FEMA agent for storm reimbursement related to Winter Storm Jonas. 

 
 
Parks and Recreation Discussion 
 
The Board, Staff, and Parks and Recreation Board discussed the process for the authorization of Hilltop 



 

 

House renovations moving forward. If the Parks and Recreation Board would like to complete work on the 
House, Mr. Fox requested that it submit proposals to him first for approval.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

PUBLIC FORUM 

 

Joan Bergquist, of 217 Devon Boulevard, asked about the consideration of the Devon Horse Show property 

in the 2001 Comprehensive Plan.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kate Jones 

Assistant Township Secretary   


