
 

 EASTTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 16, 2016 

 

 

The May 16, 2016 Business Meeting took place in the Township meeting room at 566 Beaumont Road, 

Devon and was called to order at 7:00 pm.  Supervisors present included: Christopher D. Polites, Chairman; 

James W. Oram, Jr., Vice Chairman; Marc J. Heppe, Betsy Fadem, and Fred Pioggia. Also attending were 

Dan Fox, Township Manager; Eugene C. Briggs, Jr., AICP, Assistant Township Manager; Dave Obzud, Police 

Chief; Kate Jones, Administrative Coordinator; and Andrew D. H. Rau, Esquire, Township Solicitor. 

 

MINUTES 

 

On motion by Mr. Heppe, and seconded by Mr. Pioggia, the minutes of the regular business meeting of 

May 2, 2016 were unanimously approved with one correction made by Mrs. Fadem. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Board met in executive session prior to the public meeting to discuss personnel and litigation matters. 

 

The following public meetings will take place at the Township Building unless otherwise stated: 

 

 Parks & Recreation meeting on Tuesday, May 17, 7 pm 

 Library Board meeting on Wednesday, May 18, 7 pm at the Easttown Library 

 Board of Supervisors meeting on Monday, June 6, 7 pm  

 

The Berwyn Veterans Memorial’s Berwyn Victory is on Saturday, May 21. 

 

The Berwyn-Devon Professional Association’s Mayfest (formally the Wellness Festival) is on Sunday, May 

22. 

 

There will be a Comprehensive Plan Task Force Open House on Wednesday, June 15, 7 to 9 pm at Beaumont 

Elementary School.  

 

For more information about any of these announcements, please visit www.easttown.org. 

 

Mrs. Fadem inquired about the summer Board of Supervisors public meeting schedule. Mr. Fox responded 

that it will be set and announced at the first Board meeting in June.  

 

 

 

http://www.easttown.org/


 

LIST OF BILLS 

 

On motion by Mr. Oram seconded by Mr. Heppe, the Board approved payment, of $526,212.21, a total of 

Warrants ($390,418.26) and Payroll ($135,793.95), date ending May 12, 2016, with Mrs. Fadem recusing 

herself from voting on invoice number 51616, and abstaining from the overall vote. 

 

SUPERVISOR LIAISON REPORTS 

 

Mr. Heppe updated the Board regarding false alarms in the Township and stated, that based on the data 

obtained from emergency responders, there are no true repeat offenders in the Township. Mr. Rau will 

provide a more refined tracking system for the Township at the next Board meeting, based off of 

consultation with the Police Department and Fire Companies. Mr. Heppe added that he and Mrs. Fadem, as 

Fire Company Board Liaisons, will meet with Tredyffrin Township Board Liaisons and members of the Berwyn 

and Paoli Fire Companies in the near future to discuss fire and EMS services fundraising and Township 

subsidization. 

 

Mr. Heppe also updated the Board regarding the proclamation the Township is pursuing to honor the Fritz 

family of Fritz Lumbar, which has serviced the Township since the 1860s. State Representative Duane Milne 

has graciously offered to issue the proclamation at a future meeting. 

 

Mr. Oram reported to the Board that the Historical Commission sought a state historical marker for the Fritz 

Lumber property, but was told that it does not represent a state-level property. Instead, the Commission is 

looking into recognizing the property at the local level. This route could involve consulting with the 

property’s new owner.  

 

Mr. Pioggia reported that the Municipal Authority is, for the second month, seeing higher than average 

sanitary sewer flows, but is still attributing it to heavy snow and rain totals from earlier in 2016.  

 

Mr. Pioggia also stated that he has been working with PECO and the Director of Public Works towards 

upgrading the Township’s street lights to LED bulbs to save the Township money on its electric bill.  

 

Mrs. Fadem discussed the upcoming Comprehensive Plan Task Force Open House on Wednesday, June 15, 

7 to 9 pm at the Beaumont Elementary School. The Chester County Planning Commission, which is assisting 

and partially funding the Township’s Comprehensive Plan upgrade, will be providing staff to man stations at 

the Open House, and Task Force members serving as floating guides. The public is welcome and encouraged 

to attend. 

 

Mrs. Fadem also gave the Board an update regarding the Easttown Citizens Advisory Committee (ECAC). 

ECAC is continues to discuss the progress of resolution of the audit items and complete an analysis of Hilltop 

House upgrades. Future projects include serving as beta testers for the new Township website and creating 

a financial dashboard and a five year capital plan. 



 

 

Lastly, and on behalf of several residents, Mrs. Fadem inquired as to how to boost cell phone service in the 

Township. Mr. Rau and Mr. Briggs explained that this is a land use and subsequently zoning function, and 

that the most realistic way to increase tower infrastructure is through boosters along major state roads. 

Staff will look into this request for additional boosters, which are affixed to existing poles.  

 

Mr. Polites announced that he and Library Board Chairman Karl Romberger, Jr. met with State Senator Tom 

McGarrigle to discuss future library funding. Annual state funding has been cut and Easttown Library has 

funding sources are flat. If this continues, the Library will consider cutting programs. Future consideration 

could include increasing dedicated millage to the Library from the Township’s property tax revenue.  

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

 

Mr. Fox updated the Board on financial matters. He sought and received permission from the Board to 

advertise for a supervisory position in the finance department. Mr. Briggs and Chief Obzud updated the 

Board on planning and zoning and police related matters, respectively.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Personnel Manual 

 

After discussion, it was agreed that the draft personnel manual was ready to be approved via resolution 

at the Board of Supervisors public meeting on June 6, 2016. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Louise Story, of 2060 Buttonwood Road, asked for an update regarding deicing and snow plowing 

operations. Staff clarified that the Public Works Director is in the process of assembling a new bid package, 

which will be reviewed at a future Board of Supervisors meeting.  

 

PUBLIC FORUM 

 

Mike DiDomenico, of 660 Lancaster Avenue (30 Main Restaurant), was in attendance to discuss outdoor 

dining for his business. It was decided that his requests, which he proposed in two stages, were too 

comprehensive for an immediate decision and would require more collaboration between Township Staff 

and Mr. DiDomenico. The first stage is that 30 Main and additional businesses in the vicinity be permitted 

outdoor dining for two consecutive weekends in May through the special event permit process and the 

second stage is that the Township consider an ordinance amendment which would relax conditions for 

outdoor dining. After discussion, the Board of Supervisors directed staff to work with Mr. DiDomenico on 

a temporary permit that would encompass two weekends for his property, with the understanding that 

additional permits from other businesses could expect, given the Police Department’s resources, a longer 



 

period in which permits would be processed. The Township has up to sixty days to process special event 

permits, and must take the safety and welfare of its citizens into consideration prior to approving permits 

of this nature.  

 

Kate and Patrick Scanlon, of 220 Dorset Road, were in attendance to request a larger police presence 

along Dorset Road at intersections with Chester and Berkley Roads because of an increase of motorists 

disobeying stop signs. Chief Obzud responded that he would inform the Department’s Traffic Safety 

Officer and work towards a resolution. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:46 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kate Jones 

Assistant Township Secretary   


